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Uwe Weigert 
World Triathlon Corporation 
2701 North Rocky Point Drive, Suite 1250 
Tampa, FL 33607,  
USA 
 
cc: Andrew Messick 
 
June 29, 2015  
 
 
Dear Uwe, 
 
It was a pleasure meeting you in Luxembourg. Thank you very much for welcoming all of us handcyclists and 
taking care of the small details to make the race more accessible and more enjoyable. 
 
As of yesterday, all the Handcycle slots for Kona have been awarded.  Only 7 slots worldwide, and all 
awarded within three weeks. I trained hard for 8 months with the goal of qualifying in Luxembourg, and 
while I’m proud of my effort, I’m of course disappointed with not having won the single male Kona slot.    
 
I’m writing with the hope that for 2016 you and your colleagues at WTC can make some improvements to 
the Handcycle qualifying process to make the Ironman series more equitable.  Specifically, I believe the 
following additions would be valued greatly by all athletes: 
 
1. Add 4 more male slots and 3 more female Kona spots for Handcyclists 

- Currently there are only 7 Handcycle slots compared to more than 1500 for able bodied. 
 
2. Add more races that are qualifiers for Handcyclists 

- Currently there are only 3 Handcycle qualifying races compared to more than 30 for able-bodied 
athletes. 

 
3. Spread out the qualifying races so that Handcyclists have more than one opportunity each year to 

qualify  
- The current Handcycle qualifying races happen in a 3 week period compared to opportunities year-

round for able-bodied athletes. 
 
4. Ensure that some of the qualifying races are centrally located 

- The current Handcycling qualifying races are all difficult to reach (there are few, if any direct flights 
internationally). When travelling in a wheelchair with the handcycle, racing chair, and luggage, every 
flight is a taxing effort. 

 
5. Allow Handcyclists to compete for Physically Challenged lottery slots 

- My paraplegia without a doubt meets your definition of Physically Challenged: “a medically verified 
physical impairment that substantially limits more than one major life activity.” 

 
In 2008, at the age of 37 I broke my back in a mountain biking accident. While recovering at home I saw Ricky 
James (handcyclist) on TV, in a NBC Special, competing in Kona. Ricky and the race inspired me to become a 
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paratriathlete and eventually an Ironman (2013 Louisville). My ultimate goal is to win the world 
championships, and while I’m not asking for you to make completing the race easier, I am hopeful that you 
and your colleagues will make the opportunity to qualify for Kona more equitable for handcyclists.   
 
Honestly, because I don’t live in the United States, Europe or Australia, the process of packing and travelling 
to the qualifying races is exponentially more difficult than doing the actual race.  I don’t imagine this is the 
intention of WTC and with so many events happening worldwide throughout the year, I have to believe that 
improvements to the qualification process can be made.   
 
Thank you very much for your time and consideration.  If I can be of any assistance or answer any questions 
to further elaborate on my letter, please do not hesitate to contact me at the information above. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Robert Buren 
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